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FROM AN ABANDONED SITE
TO A FUTUREPROOF PROJECT

Contaminated sites across Flanders are lying in wait for a fresh start, and govern-
ments, developers and construction professionals are giving them a new lease of life.
The Brownfield Decree has already resulted in the repurposing of 1600 hectares from
factory site into residential area or circular hub. This is a smart move for developers:
financially as well as socially interesting, with support from OVAM (Public Waste

Agency of Flanders) and partners.

OVAM also provides co-financing and an integrated remediation approach, guidance
from start to finish, and sometimes acquires land for a symbolic euro.

TONDELIER, GHENT:
from contaminated gas site
to green urban living area

Once heavily polluted, the old gas
plant in Ghent left deep scars, but
with OVAM’s support revival was
made possible and it is now a vibrant
neighbourhood. Today, Tondelier is a
place for living, meeting, and greening
- uniting remediation and urban
regeneration

KORTRIJK WEIDE
BROWNFIELD COVENANT:

vision and collaboration

Kortrijk Weide is proof that ambition
and collaboration can revitalise a city.
Thanks to a brownfield covenant, 25
hectares were given a new purpose -
with space for start-ups, schools and
public spaces. A prime example of both
vision and soil care.

VILVOORDE-MACHELEN:

a challenging area

Contamination makes way for regen-
eration at the canal area surrounding
Vilvoorde-Machelen. OVAM is carrying out
remediation work at the former Biochim
site, with a lively neighbourhood already
growing at 4Fonteinen. The Olmstraat
blackfield site is going through a transfor-
mation too: nature-based remediation and
circular initiatives are gradually creating
space for living, working and the future.

DE POTTERI) MECHELEN:

circular construction

At De Potterij in Mechelen, a contami-
nated site was given a new lease of life.
Thanks to OVAM and partners, the build-
ing was preserved and blossomed into

a circular hub with reuse, sustainable
production, and collaboration at its heart
- a smart renovation with ecological and
economic added value.



COLLABORATION:
PARTNERS MAKE
ALL THE DIFFERENCE

Brownfields and blackfields come
alive through collaboration. Local
authorities make plans, OVAM and
other partners support, and you -
as a developer or construction
professional - make a difference.
These are locations with urban
potential, where smart projects
result in added value to the
community as well as return

on investment.
Kortrijk Weide

LOOKING TO
THE FUTURE:
CIRCULAR
CONSTRUCTION
AND SOIL CARE

Redevelopment is more
than just remediation.
Together, we build circu-
lar cities - we reuse, use
sustainable materials,
and make space for
circular activities.
Beneficial for bio-
diversity, quality

of life and your
investment.




There is still work to do. There are plenty of sites with potential left in Flanders
that are waiting for a new purpose. Watch our documentary ‘Old ground,
new opportunities’ for more inspiration on former factory sites transformed
into new, vibrant locations.
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